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The National Association of LSAMP Alumni celebrates
sexual and gender minorities in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics. We recognize the
historical and current scientific contributions individuals
in the LGBTQI+ community have made to the United
States and the world.
Read about some of these contributions here.
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GET INVOLVED WITH NALA
NALA is expanding! There are now many ways to
join our organization.
NALA MENTORSHIP COMMITTEE MEMBER
OPEN POSITIONS

Mentor Pairing Coordinator(s)
Mentorship Development Coordinator(s)
Mentor Relationship Coordinator(s)

NALA OUTREACH COMMITTEE MEMBER
OPEN POSITIONS

Chair
Recruiting Coordinator(s)
Conference Coordinator(s)
Workshop Coordinator(s)
NALA SOCIAL MEDIA COMMITTEE MEMBER
OPEN POSITIONS

Content Developer
Facebook/LinkedIn Coordinator(s)
Twitter/Instagram Coordinator(s)

For position descriptions and more information click here!

Become a NALA member - click here!

Get to know our Executive Staff

Dr. Decatur Foster
Web Development Chair

How would you describe your past, present, and future in the sciences?
I have a PhD in Biology from Portland State University, where I researched the
effects of environmental pollution within waterways, specifically how fish that live in
the water are affected. Professionally, I hope to find my way to environmental
conservation research. It’s a career field that I’ve always dreamed of joining, and it
fits very well with my own personal moral code of wanting to put my time toward
making a tangible impact for the better.
Of all of the sciences, why are you most drawn to biology?
To me, biology is the most innate and accessible of all sciences. It is us. It’s our body.
It’s being curious about the things that we are made of. It is being able to
understand why we breathe and how we breathe and the process that allows us to
see the world around us. To me, it’s like being curious about existence, and being
allowed to find some of the answers. And I think that that is endlessly fascinating.
As a queer scientist, what do you think the queer community has to offer to the
scientific community? What gaps do you think queer scientists, in particular, have the
ability to fill?
I think it’s all about perspective. I believe wholeheartedly that your life experience,
your background, the knowledge and resources you’ve had access to or not, all of
these factors shape who you become as a scientist, as well as the questions you ask
and seek to answer. So the more diversity of experience we have within the people
who are conducting research, the more we will learn. It seems like a pretty simple
equation to me.

UPCOMING EVENTS

IN LSAMP ANNUAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE

When: September 30 – October 1, 2022
Where: Indiana Memorial Union | Bloomington, Indiana
Event Website
LSMRCE CONFERENCE

When: October 28-30, 2022, 2022
Where: Hyatt Regency Schaumburg | Schaumburg, Illinois
Event Website

